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Chapter 1 yl^ important job 



'Sit down,' says Naylor. 'I have a job for you. Do you know 
Malaysia?' 

'A little,' answers Ian Munro. 'Kuala Lumpur. Penang.' 
'Good/ says Naylor. 'You're going to Penang. Tonight.' 
'That's quick,' thinks Munro. 'This must be an important 
job.' 

'The Prince is in Penang now,' says Naylor. 




Naylor puts a photo in front of Munro. 
£ Do you know this man?' he asks. The photo is of a young 
man in a restaurant. 
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'No, I don V says Munro. 

'That's Sergio,' says Naylor. 'He kills people for money. A 
lot of money. He's very good at his job.' 

'And this is from our man in Paraguay,' Naylor says. He 
gives Munro an e-mail. Munro reads it and feels cold. This 
job is important. 




' Your job,' says Naylpiy^s to find Sergio and stop him.' 

'What do we know about Sergio?' asks Munro. 

'Not much,' answers Naylor. 'He always kills with a gun. 
And always from far away — often a thousand metres. And 
he often has "friends" in the police. He gives his "friends" 
money and they help him.' 

Munro thinks for a minute. 'Can't the Prince just come 
home?' he asks. 

'No,' says Naylor. August 31st is an important day in 
Malaysia. And this year it is very important.' 

'Of course.' Munro looks at the newspaper on Naylor's 



desk. It has ^.photo of the British Prince on the front. 'The 
country is fifty years old. And the Prince is going to meet 
the King of Malaysia on August 3 1st.' 
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Naylor speaks again: 'You're going to meet two policemen, 
Lee and Abdullah, in Penang. They're not "friends" of 
Sergio.' 

'OK,' says Munro. 'And what about Sergio? What do you 
want me to do with him?' 

T want you to give him to Lee and Abdullah,' says Naylor 
slowly. 'But he must have his gun. And he must be going to 
kill the Prince. Then the police can put him away for a long 
time.' 
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Chapter 2 Finding Sergio 



'Good afternoon, Mr Munro.' Two men stop Munro in 
Bayan Lepas International Airport, Penang. They're both 
Malaysian: one is Malay, one Chinese. The Malay man 
speaks again. 

'I'm Inspector Abdullah Yahya of the Penang Police,' he 
says. 'This is Inspector David Lee/ 
'Hello,' says Lee. 

'Nice to meet you,' answers Munro. 
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Abdullah and Lee take Munro to the Eastern and Oriental 
Hotel. 

Abdullah gives Munro some papers. 
'These papers tell you what the Prince is going to do in 
Penang.' 




'He's going to meet the King tomorrow at ten o'clock at 
the Padang,' says Lee. 'That's a kind of park, not far from 
here.' 

'OK,' says Munro. 'I'm going there first. Don't forget - 
we want to find Sergio quickly. Please phone me when you 
know something.' 
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Munro teaves the hotel. Its three o'clock in the afternoon 
and very hot. There's a trishaw outside the hotel. 

'The Padang, please,' Munro tells the driver. 

Its five minutes to the Padang - a big green park by the 
sea. There are some big white buildings next to it. 

'Where's the Prince going to meet the King of Malaysia?' 
Munro asks the driver. 

'Right here,' the driver answers. 

Munro looks back across the Padang. 

'Maybe Sergio can kill the Prince from one of those 
buildings,' he thinks. 

'That building is the Dewan Bandaran, the City Hall,' 
says the driver. 'It's very beautiful.' 

'Yes, it is,' says Munro. l OK. Can you take me to Penang 
Road now? 1 
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In the trishaw Munro reads the papers from Abdullah. 
The Prince is going to drive down Penang Road, then see 
some of the old city: Chinatown and Little India. 

In the old city people are selling things in the street: 
clothes, CDs, vegetables, everything. There's a lot of noise. 
And music: Chinese music, Indian music, Malay music. 

'Sergio kills people from far away,' thinks Munro. 'He's 
not going to come here. The streets are small and he's not 
going to be very far from the Prince.' 

Munro hears his phone and answers it. 




'This is Lee. Sergio is staying at the Cheong Fatt Tze 
Mansion. It's a hotel near Penang Road.' 
'That's quick,' says Munro. 

'This is Asia,' laughs Lee. 'Everyone knows everything.' 
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After ten minutes Munro's trishaw gets to the Cheong 
Fatt Tze Mansion. A big man is opening the door of a 
Mercedes in front of the hotel. 

'Stop here!' Munro tells the trishaw driver. Munro sits 
back in the trishaw and watches. 

A man gets out of the Mercedes. Sergio. 

Sergio and the Big Man go into the hotel. 
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Chapter 3 Watching Sergio 



At six o'clock Munro is in a car near Sergio's hotel. The 
car says 'Taxi' on it, but its a police car. The driver is a 
policeman, Sergeant Ramasamy. He works with Lee and 
Abdullah. 

At six thirty Sergio and the Big Man come out of their 
hotel, lliey walk along the street. Munro gets out of the car 
and walks behind them. Ramasamy goes into the hotel. 

Sergio and the Big Man walk to the Hotel Royale. It's a 
tall hotel with a restaurant at the top. You can see all of the 
city from the restaurant. The men go up to the restaurant 
and sit at a table next to the window. Munro sits at a table 
next to the door. 
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Muoro hears his phone. 

'It's Ramasamy. There are no guns in their rooms.' 
'How do you know?' asks Munro. 

'The receptionist is a friend of my sister/ answers 
Ramasamy. 'She knows!' 

'Asia!' thinks Munro. 

* * * * 

At four o'clock the next morning Munro and Ramasamy 
are in the taxi. 
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'Sergio has no gun,' says Ramasamy. 'How is he going to 
kill the Prince?' 

T don't know,' says Munro. 'Wait and see.' 

At that time of day no-one is on the street. Then the Big 
Man comes out of the hotel. He starts walking. 




'Wait here,' says Munro to Ramasamy. 
Then Munro gets out of the taxi and starts walking 
behind the Big Man. 
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The Big Man walks to the City Hall and stops at the front 
door. A car is there. A man gets out and gives the Big Man a 
long suitcase. 

A gun,' thinks Munro. 

The front door opens. Hie Big Man goes into the 
building. Munro walks across the Padang. Then he stops 
and looks back. 

He watches the windows of the City Hall. Nothing. Then 
one window opens. A face comes out and looks down over 
the Padang. The window closes. 

'That's it,' thinks Munro. 'Sergio is going to kill the 
Prince from there.' 
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Chapter 4 Meeting the Big Man 



Back at his hotel, Munro calls London. 

'Ten o'clock today. The Padang,' he tells Naylor. 
Tell Lee and Abdullah,' says Naylor. And get Sergio.' 
'Leave it to me,' says Munro. 
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Just therr-Munro hears someone at the door. 

'Mr Munro, a letter for you. Its important.' 

Quickly Munro opens the door. It's the Big Man - with a 
gun in his hand. 

'Go back into the room,' the Big Man says and comes 
into the room. 

'Go back,' he says again. 'Back to the window.' 

He looks at Munro, his eyes dark. 'Is Sergio stupid?' he 
asks. 'Of course not.' 

Munro says nothing. What can he do? The Big Man has 
a gun. 
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'We have friends everywhere,' says the Big Man. 'We 
know about you, Mr Munro from London. No-one stops 
Sergio. This morning the Prince is going to die.' 

The Big Man comes up to him now. 

'Turn and look out of the window,' he says. 

Munro watches the gun. He knows he can't get to it. He 
turns. 

'Is this it?' he thinks. 'Am I going to die?' 
Then everything goes dark. 
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Chapter 5 Finding Sergio again 



Munro opens his eyes. He tries to move but ... What's 
wrong? He tries again . . . Yes, he can move a little. But only 
very slowly. Munro looks across the room. Nine o'clock. He 
sees the phone. Can he get to the phone? Its going to take a 
long time. Very slowly Munro moves across the room. Very 
very slowly. There's a pen by the phone. He gets the pen into 
his mouth. It's 0 for Reception. 

After two minutes the door opens. The receptionist runs 
in. 

'Mr Munro. Are you OK?' 
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Munro looks at the time again. Nine forty. What can he 
do now to stop Sergio? Munro calls Abdullah. 
'Where are you?' 

At the Padang,' answers Abdullah. 

'Good. Sergio's in the City Hall. He's going to kill the 
Prince from there.' Munro tells Abdullah which window, 
then says, 'Be quick! Call me when you have him.' 



25 



Munro waits. Lee calls back. 

'He's not there!' 

'What?' says Munro. 

'He's not there!' says Lee again. 

'But ... the suitcase ...' Munro thinks fast. Chinatown? 
No. Little India? No. The Hotel Royale? 

'The Hotel Royale,' Munro says. 'You can see the Padang 
from there. Sergio must be there.' 

'Right,' says Lee. 

'Phone the hotel,' says Munro. 'See if Sergio has a room 
there and then call me. I'm going there now.' 
Munro runs from his room and out of the hotel. 
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Munro runs along Lebuh Farquhar. People stop and look. 
No-one runs in the street in Malaysia. 

Munro runs into the Hotel Royale. He looks at his 
phone. 'Room 1415/ he reads. 

A lift is waiting. He gets in. The doors close. Nine fifty- 
three. 

The doors open. Munro runs out, looking for Room 
1415. He finds it but ... 

'Not again, Mr Munro,' says the Big Man, a gun in his 
hand. 




27 



Ch apter 6 Stopping Sergio 



Munro turns fast to his right and runs. The Big Man is 
behind him, but slow. 

Stairs. Munro runs down quickly. A small Japanese 
woman is going into her room. Quickly Munro puts a hand 
over her mouth, takes her into the room and closes the door. 
He looks at her and smiles. 

'Sshh: he says. 'Don't make a noise/ 

Munro opens the door a little. The Big Man is there. He 
looks left and right but he doesn't see Munro. The Big Man 
turns to go back up the stairs. 

Munro takes a bottle of water from a table by the door. 
Then he opens the door and brings the bottle down. 
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Nine fifty-seven. Munro runs back up the stairs. He stops 
at Room 1415. He opens the door slowly. Across the room 
the window is open. Sergio is at the window, a gun in his 
hands. He's looking down the gun at the Padang. Then 
Sergio feels something and turns. Munro runs at him. He 
tries to get the gun. But Sergio is quick. He gets two hands 
to Munros neck. 
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Everything starts to go dark. Then someone shouts, 
'Police! Stop! Hands up! 1 

The hands leave his neck. Munro can see again. Lee and 
Abdullah are at the door. They have guns in their hands. 

Are you OK?' asks Abdullah. 

'Yes/ says Munro. 'Thank you.' 




Sergeant Ramasamy comes into the room. The Big Man 
is with him. He doesn't look good. 
'Take these men away,' says Lee. 
Ramasamy takes Sergio's arm. 

Munro watches Sergio and the Big Man leave. Then he 
looks round. There's a small bag on one of the chairs. He 
looks in the bag: money, food, a book, and something from 
an old newspaper. Munro takes the old paper out. 
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Munro calls Naylor. 

'Munro here. Its over.' 

'The Prince is OK?' asks Naylor. 

'Yes. And the Malaysians have Sergio, 1 says Munro. 

'Good,' says Naylor. 'We have some questions for him. 
Who wants the Prince dead? And why?' 

T can answer that.' Munro tells Naylor about the paper. 
'So its not about money,' he finishes. Tt's about the British. 
I think his parents are dead because of us . . .' 

' . . . and he's angry,' says Naylor. 

'Yes,' says Munro, 'and I can see why' 

'There are never any easy answers,' says Naylor. 'We all 
know that.' 
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